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departure of Alexander to France, the Antipope Victor
died at Lucca. G-uido of Crema was chosen,
it was said by one Cardinal only, but by a
^arSe body of Lombard clergy, and took the
name of Paschal IIL

At this period the whole mind of Christendom was
drawn away and absorbed by a contest in a
remoter province of the Christian world, which
for a time obscured, at least among the more religious,
and all who were enthralled to the popular and domi-
nant religion (in truth, the larger part of Europe), both
the wars of monarchy and republicanism in Northern
Italy, and the strife of Pope and Antipope. Neither
Alexander III. nor Paschal IIL in their own day occu-
pied to such an extent the thoughts of the clergy and
the laity throughout Christendom; the church has
scarcely a Saint so speedily canonised after his death, so
widely or so fervently worshipped as Thomas Becket,
Archbishop of Canterbury. Nor was it only the per-
sonal character of the antagonists, or the circumstances
of the strife, it was the great principle involved, com-
prehending as it did the whole authority and sanctity of
the sacerdotal order, which gave this commanding
interest to the new war between the spiritual and
temporal powers. It was in England that this war was
waged; on its event depended to a great degree the
maintenance of the hierarchy, as a separate and privi-
leged caste of mankind, subject to its own jurisdiction,
and irresponsible but to its own superiors.

Our history, therefore, enters at length into this
contest, not from pardonable nationality over-estimating
its Jjaportance, but in the conviction that it is a chapter
in the annals of Christianity indispensable to its com-
pleteness, general in its interest; and beyond almost all